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Grade/Course: Fifth Grade General Music 
Unit: (Description) Expression and dynamics Timeframe: 

One Year 
Standards: 
Critical Response  9.3.5 B, 9.3.5 E, 9.3.5 G 

Resources:  
Music Express/ Music and You/Music Play 

Concepts:  
People must be able to articulate their thoughts and defend their 
positions in order to engage in critical analysis. 

Competencies:  
Critique their own performances using the different types of artistic 
criticism. 

Essential Questions:  
Why must people be able to talk about music and have clear opinions to judge the quality of musical works? 
Big Ideas:  
There are formal and informal processes used to assess the quality of works in the arts. 
Vocabulary: dynamics, melody, harmony, texture, tone color, form, rhythm, meter, tempo, culture, expressions, duration, pitch, style 
Assessment: Listen, perform, create and critique music from various genres. 
On-going Remediation: Revisit old music.
On-Going Enrichment: Create, listen to, perform new material and apply the critical analysis and personal opinions to those works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Grade/Course: Fifth Grade General Music 

Unit: (Description)  
Culture, Tone Color,  

Time frame: 
SCHOOL YEAR 

Standards: 
 Historical and Cultural Response 9.2.5 D, 9.2.5 H, 9.2.5 J 

Resources:  
Music Express, Music and You, Music Play 

Concepts 
Music plays an important role in culture. 

Competencies 
Analyze the role of music in their own culture, including musical 
works created by Pennsylvania Artists. 

Essential Questions:  
What role does music play in culture? 
Big Ideas:  
Humans have expressed experiences and ideas through the arts throughout time and across cultures. 
Vocabulary: tone quality, orchestra instruments, rhythm instruments, auto harp, boom wackers, tone chimes, American works, folk songs, 
spirituals, voices (soprano, alto, tenor, bass), groups, solo, duet, trio, quartet, quintet, chorus, percussion instruments, band and orchestra, 
folk instruments, found sound, body percussion, string, brass, woodwind, percussion, other instruments, electric music, sea chantey, early 
American songs, westward movement songs, railroad and play songs, seasonal songs, cowboy songs, Native American songs, Pioneer 
songs, civil war music, calypso style, Patriotic music, Dixieland and Jazz, 
Assessment: Identify, compare and contrast, perform and listen to these musical performances and identify verbally and on paper through 
movement with the accompaniment. 
On-Going Remediation: Continue these activities with familiar songs. 
On-Going Enrichment:  Continue to apply these elements to new music as it is added to the students’ repetoire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Grade/Course: Ffith Grade General Music 
Unit: (Description) Melody, Dynamics, Harmony, and Texture Timeframe: 

One Year 
Standards: 
 Production, Performance and Exhibition of Dance, Music theatre 
and Visual Arts 9.1.5 B, 9.1.5 F 
Aesthetic Response 9.4.5 A 

Resources:  
Music Express/ Music and You/Music Play 

Concepts:  
There are styles of music that are specifically written to 
communicate themes and ideas. 

Competencies:  
Describe themes and ideas through listening and performance of a 
variety of musical styles for example:  program music, theatrical 
music 

Essential Questions: How can music communicate themes and ideas? 
Big Ideas:  
The arts provide a medium to understand and exchange ideas. 
Vocabulary: loud/soft, piano/forte, mezzo piano/mezzo forte, fortissimo/pianissimo, pp-,mp-p-f-mf-ff, dynamics, balance, expression, 
diminuendo, crescendo/decrescendo, melodic direction up-down-same), unison, 2 part songs, melody, melody and accompaniment, 
descant, descant and melody, ostinato, cannon, autoharp, accompaniment, round, staff, 2 staff system (grand staff) partner songs, thin/thick 
texture, a capella 
Assessment: Listen, sing, play and identify these elements verbally through motion, on paper, holding signs, quizzes, worksheets, 
performance, and action. 
On-going Remediation:  Continue to identify and perform melody, harmony, dynamics and texture in old and familiar songs. 
On-Going Enrichment:  Continue to add and identify melody, harmony, texture and dynamics in new songs to expand repetoire. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Grade/Course: Fifth Grade General Music  
Unit: (Description) Music Appreciation-Culture Timeframe: 

One Year 
Standards: 
 Critical  Response 9.3.5 D 
Aesthetic Response 9.4.5 C 

Resources:  
Music Express/ Music and You/Music Play 

Concepts:  
The setting of a musical work can affect an audience’s response to 
that work. 

Competencies:  
Experience music in different settings and explain how the setting 
of a musical performance affects an audience’s response to the 
work. 

Essential Questions: How can the setting of a musical work affect the way audiences respond to the work? 
 
Big Ideas:  
People use both aesthetic and critical processes to assess quality, interpret meaning and determine value. 
Vocabulary: Folk songs, symphony, ballet, musical, sonata, opera, classical period, romantic period, baroque period, contemporary 
period, works songs, singing games, medley, suite, ethnic music of various locations, tone poems, program music, absolute music, song 
Assessment: Perform and attend performances of a variety of types and ethnic music and compare and contrast. 
On-going Remediation: Continue compare and contrast old pieces with new ones. 
On-Going Enrichment: Continue to listen to and perform new music and compare and contrast those pieces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Grade/Course: Fifth  Grade General Music 
Unit: (Description) Melody, Dynamics, Harmony, and Texture Timeframe: 

One Year 
Standards: 
 Production, Performance and Exhibition of Dance, Music, Theatre 
and Visual Arts 9.1.5 B, 9.1.5 F 
Aesthetic Response 9.4.5 A 

Resources:  
Music Express/ Music and You/Music Play 

Concepts:  
There are styles of music that are 

Competencies:  
Create a musical work that tells a story about personal experiences. 

Essential Questions: Why do people create music based on their personal experiences? 
Big Ideas:  
Artists use tools and resources as well as their own experiences and skills to create art. 
Vocabulary: beat/no beat/ strong beat/ weak beat, rhythm, fermata, staccato/legato, whole-half-quarter-eighth-sixteenth notes and rests, 
rests mean stop, notes mean sing or play, dotted notes, meter, bar line, measure, meter signature, tempo, allegra, presto, lento 
Assessment: Listen, move to, sing, identify by movement, on paper, verbally and a variety of rhythm patterns, meters, tempos, echo 
rhythm patterns, create rhythms 
On-going Remediation:  Continue to identify and respond to tempo-rhythm-meter already used. 
On-Going Enrichment:  Introduce new tempos, rhythm patterns, and meters and students will apply those with familiarity and with 
instruction add new material to their repetoire. 
 


